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ApDvERTISEMENT. 


N jule to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, whoſe ſentiments upon 


a * important queſtion the following 
pages imperfectly record, it muſt be 
ſtated, that this Copy of his admirable 
Speech reſts upon no higher authority 


than that of an attentive and faithful 
Reporter; and it has been judged more 


eſſential fo the public information ſtrictly 
to preſerve the ſenſe and chain of argu- 


ment, than vainly to emulate a diſplay _ 
of that grace and energy which diſtin- 


dulhed the delivery of the original. 
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Tube few notes which have been 
added are principally intended to direct 


the reader to the moſt authentic ſources 
pol collateral information. 
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las AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 1 


| 3 An 747 ne ; 20411 
The ABOLITION of the SLAVE-TRADE, 
At a Time to be limited. 


v. B. The Clauſes marked (A.) (B,) (C,) (D,) 
(E,) (F,) (G,) and (H,) were added by the 
Committe. 


HEREAS the Slave-Trade is contrary 
to the Principles of Juſtice and H us 
manity : 


May it therefore pleaſe Your MAJESTY, 


That it be Enacted; And be it Enacted by 
the KING's Moſt Excellent MaJjzsTrY, by 
and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
Authority of the ſame, That from and after 

B 1 the 


5 8 Firſt Day pe March One thou end! Seven 
Hundred and Ninety-ſeven, it ſhall not be 
lawful to and for any Perſon or Perſons 
whatever, to unfhip, land, import, or bring, 
or to cauſe or procure to be unſhipped, land. 
ed, imported, or brought, into any of the 
Iſlands, Colonies, or Plantations, in the We. 
Indies or America, under the Dominion of His 
Majeſty, His Heirs, or Succeſfors, or to or for 
any Britiſh Subject or Subjects, to unſhip, 
land, import, or bring, or cauſe or procure to 
be unſhipped, landed, imported, or brought, 
into any of the Illands or Dominions of any 
Foreign Sovereign or State, any Negroes, or 
other Slave or Slaves, from the Coaſt of 
Africa, or elſewhere, under Pain that every 
Perſon offending herein, or knowingly em- 
ploying, aiding, abetting, aſſiſting, counſelling, 
hiring, or commanding, any Perſon or Perſons 
to commit any ſuch Offence, being thereof 
convicted by due Courſe of Law, ſhall be ad- 
judged guilty of Felony, and ſhall and may be 
tranſported, for Fourteen Yeats, to Næu South 
Wales, or ſuch other Place beyond the Seas, as 
His Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed” to direct and 
appoint, according to the Laws in t * 
the e erg of Felons. 1 


And 
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And be it further Enacted, That from and 
after the Firſt Day of Fanuary One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Ninety-ſeven, if any Bri- 
ti Subject or Subjects ſhall export, tranſport, 
carry, or convey, or cauſe or procure to be 
exported, tranſported, carried, or conveyed, in 
any Ship or Veſſel whatever, or ſhall ſhip or 
lade on Board, or ſhall cauſe or procure to be 
ſhipped or laden on Board any ſuch Ship or 
Veſſel, in order to be exported, tranſported, 
carried, or conveyed, any Negroes, or other 
Slave or Slaves, from Africa or elſewhere, or 
from on Board any other Ship or Veſſel lying 
or being off the Coaſt of Africa, or at Sea, to + 
any of the Iſlands, Dominions, or Territories, 
of any Foreign Sovereign or State, every ſuch 
Britiſh Subject offending herein, or otherwiſe | 
knowingly aiding, abetting, employing, aſſiſt- 
ing, counſelling, hiring, or commanding, any ö 
perſon or Perſons to commit any ſuch Offence 
35 laſt- mentioned, being thereof convicted by 
due Courſe of Law, ſhall be adjudged guilty 
of Felony, and ſhall and may be tranſported, 
for Fourteen” Years, to New South Wales, oer 
luch other Place beyond the Seas as His Ma- 
 rſty ſhall be pleaſed to direct and appoint, 
according to the Laws in force for the Tranſ- 
| = B 2 portation 


. 1 ren 
; —— tray — — — 
* — = 
— — 


— 2 — —— 2 —— — ne — - 
I —_——— — 8 . — 7. 2 - 
— * 
— — a — PEI 
* — - —— ͤK— 
— — : ———_ —A—U0 — 
, 2 5 
= —e— 2 RS ou — Y 
— cz. —_— — x — — - 


433 


portation of Felons: Provided, __ 
that nothing herein contained ſhall extend; or 
be conſtrued to. extend, to. prohibit the j im- 
Porting. or bringing from any of the faid 
Iſlands, Colonies, or Plantations, under the 
Dominion of His Majeſty in the Veſt-Iudies, 
to any other of the ſaid Illands, Calonies, or 
lantations, any Negro, or other Slave or 
Slaves, that ſhall, prior to the ſaid Firſt Day 
of March One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Ninety-ſeven, have been truly and without 
Fraud imported into any of the ſaid Iſlands, 
Colonies, or Plantations, or any Negro or 
other Slave or Slaves, born in any of the ſaid 
Iſlands, Colonies, or Manta, | 


And be it Tink Enaded. 1 A every 
Ship or Veſſel, Sloop, Schooner, Boat, or 
other Veſſel, in or on Board which any Afri- 
can Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, 
ſhall be imported, conveyed, or brought, into 
any. of the Iſlands, Colonies, or Plantations, 
under the Dominion of His Majeſty, His 
Heirs or Succeſſors, or into any of the Iflands, 
Dominions, or Territories, of any Foreign So- 
vereign or State, or ſhall be exported, tranſ⸗- 
8 ported, carried, or conveyed, or ſhall be ſhip- 
Ws or. laden 1 in order to be exported, tranſ- 

ported, 


Fo 0 


„ 
ported, carried, or conveyed, contrary to the 
Proviſions ok this Act, together with all her 
Guns, Furniture, Ammunition, Tackle, and 


Apparel, and all Slaves, Goods, and Effects, 


found on Board ſhall be forfeited, and proſe- 
cated as herein-after mentioned, and ſhall and 


may be ſeized by any Officer of the Cuſtoms | 


or 1 His 1 s Navy. 
cr Aus (A.) 


And be it further Enacted by the Authority 


aforeſaid, That all and every the Ships, Veſſels, 


and Boats, Slaves, Goods, and Effects, liable 


to be forfeited by Virtue of this Act, ſhall and 
may be ſeized by the Commander or Com- 
manders of any of His Majeſty's Ships or 


Veſſels of War, or any Commiſſioned, War- 


rant, or Petty, Officer, ſpecially authorized by 


him or them, or by any Officer or Officers of 


His Majeſty's Cuſtoms; and that every For- 
feiture of any Ships, Veſſels, Boats, Slaves, 
Goods, and Effects, incurred by this Act, 
ſhall and may reſpectively be ſued for, pro- 
ſecuted, and recovered, in ſuch Courts, and by 


ſuch and the like Ways, Means, and Methods, 


and the Produce thereof reſpectively diſpoſed 
of and applied in ſuch and the like Manner, 
and to ſuch and the like Uſes and Purpoſes, 
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as any Forfeiture incurred by. an Act paſſed in 


the Fourth Year of His preſent Majeſty's 
Reign, intituled, © An Act for granting certain 
Duties in the Britiſb Colonies and Planta- 
ie tions in America ; for continuing, amend- 


F ing, and making perpetual, an Act paſſed 


« in the Sixth Year of the Reign of his late 
ec Majeſty King George the Second, intituled, 
« An At for the better ſecuring and encouraging 
te the Trade of His Majeſty's Sugar-Colonies in 


America; for applying the Produce of ſuch 


« Duties, and of the Duties to ariſe by Virtue 
10 af the ſaid Act, towards defraying the Ex- 
penſes of defending, protecting, and ſe- 


« curing, the ſaid Colomes and Plantations; 


« for explaining an Act made in the Twenty- 
« fifth Year of the Reign of King Charles the 
* Second, intituled, An Ad, for the Encourage- 


% ment of the Greenland and Eaſtland Trades, 
* and for the better ſecuring the Plantation- 


« f rade; and for altering and diſallowing 
« ſeveral Drawbacks on Exports from this 
cc Kingdom, and more effectually preventing 
< the clandeſtine Conveyance of Goods to and 


« from the ſaid Colonies and Plantations ; 


« and improving and ſecuring the Trade be- 
e tween the ſame and Great- Britain, can or 
may now be ſued for, proſecuted, and re- 

85 covered, 


n) 


covered, diſpoſed of, and applied either in this 
Kingdom, or in any of His Majeſty's Iflands, 
Plantations, and Dominions, in the Weft-Indres, 
America, or elſewhere, nee as the 
Cale * happen to be. 
wt "*Cravss (B.) 


And be it t further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That upon every Suit and Proſecu- 
tion for the Forfeiture of any Ship, Veſſel, or 
Boat, Slaves, Goods, or Effects, which ſhall be 
| ſeized and proſecuted for the importing or 
bringing, exporting, tranſporting, carrying, ot 


conveying, ſhipping, or lading, any Negro ot 


Negroes, Slave or Slaves, the onus probendr, 
that ſuch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, 
was or were truly and without Fraud import. 
ed into fome Iſland, Colony, or Plantation, 


under the Dominion of His Majeſty in the 
VWeſt- Indies, prior to the faid Firſt Day of March 


in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Ninety-ſeven, or was or were born in ſome 
ſuch Iſland; Colony, or Plantation, or was of 
were brought in for the Purpoſe of being pro- 


+ Claimants. or Owners, of the Property under 
n and if he or they ſhall refuſe or 
B 4 W 


ſecuted as forfeited, purſuant to the Proviſions 
of this Act, ſhall lie on the Claimant or Owner, 
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LEED C 29” Þ 
o mit to make full and clear Proof thereof, 
ſuch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, ſhall, 

for the Purpoſes of the ſaid Suit or Proſecu- 
tion, be deemed and taken to have been tran. 
ported from Africa after the ſaid Firſt Day of 


January One thouſand Seven hundred and 


up e IE to che Proviſions of 
DAT, I ain 24th; 


8 (c. F... 


"| And Vis Gans wind 
Abe. that all Negroes and other 9laves 
that ſhall become forfeited, and ſhall be dul 
adjudged to be forfeited by force of this Act, 
ſhall and may, after ſuch Abjudication, be law- 
fully imported into any of the ſaid Iflands; 
Colonies; or Plantations, under the Domi- 
nion of His Majeſty. in the Vet- Indies, and 
there ſold and diſpoſed of in Manner herein- 
after directed, any Thing herein contained to 
the contrary thereof notwithſtanding; but no 
Sale of any ſuch forfeited Negroes or Slaves 
ſhall be made, nor ſhall the ſame be imported 
into any of the ſaid Iſlands, Colonies, or Plan- 
tations, (except for the Purpoſe of being there 
proſecuted by the Party or Parties who ſhall 
ſeize the ſame,) without firſt producing to the 
. or other principal Officer of the 
Cuſtoms 


( 33) 


Cuſtoms of the Port or Place in which the 
{ame ſhall be ſo ſold or imported, a true Copy 
of the Judgement or Sentence whereby the 
fame ſhall have been adjudged to be forfeited, 
certified under the Seal of the Court; in which 
Judgement or Sentence, the Number, Sex, and 
other convenient Deſcriptions, of the ſaid Ne- 
groes or Slaves, ſhall be ſpecified ; nor ſhall 
any Sale of ſuch forfeited Negroes or Slaves be 
made but by ſuch Collector or other principal 
Officer of the Cuſtoms, or ſome other Perſon 
or Perſons by him for that Purpoſe appointed; 
and ſuch Collector or principal Officer ſhall 
receive the Monies to ariſe from the Sale 
thereof, and within Three Months after any 
and every ſuch Sale, tranſmit an Account of 
the ſame to the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms in London, and ſhall pay and apply 
the Monies arifing therefrom in Manner next, 
herein-after. mentioned; (that is to ſay,) the 
laid Colletor or principal Officer may retain 
thereout, for his own Uſe, a Commiſſion of 
Five Pounds in the Hundred upon the Net 
Proceeds of ſuch Sale or Sales; and ſhall 
thereout pay and defray all Coſts and Charges 
of the Proſecution of the ſaid forfeited Ne- 
groes or other Slaves, and alſo of the Proſecu- 
tion of any Perſons or Perſons by whoſe Act 

| ſuch 


"Da + 


ſuch. Foriciture-avas: incurred and as t0 the 
Reſidus of the ſaid Monies; the ſaid Collector 
or other - principal: Officer ſhall pay the ſame 
to His Majeſty's Uſe, and to or to the Uſe of 
the Party or Parties who- ſeized and proſecuted 
the ſaid Negroes or other Slaves, or to the Ul: 
the Governor of the Iſland, Colony, or Plan- 
tation, wherein the Forfeiture was incurred, 
as the Caſe may happen to be, according to 
the Proviſions of the ſaid recited Act made in 
the Fourth Year of His Majeſty's Reign: 
Provided always, that if the Party ot Parties 
ſeized and proſecuted as aforeſaid ſhall-profe- 
cute and bring to Conviction any Perſon; or 

Perfons, by whoſe Offence or Offences-againſt 

this Act the Forfeiture of ſuch Negroes-or 
other Slaves ſhall have been incurred, and the 
ſaid Collector or other Officer ſhall be certißed 
thereof, by producing to him the Record of 
the Conviction of ſuch Offender or Offendets, 
or ſome atteſted Copy thereof; then the ſaid 
Party or Parties, ſo ſeizing and + proſecuting, 
| ſhall be entitled to receive, and ſhall receive, 

to his or their own Uſe, not only the Share of 
the ſaid Monies which he or they ſhall be en- 
titled to by the Proviſions of the ſaid recited 
Act, but alfo the Share thereof which would 


have 


have 


(ws) 

have otherwiſe belonged to His Majeſty z any 
Thing in the ſaid recited Act or herein con- 
tained to the contraty thereof notwithſtand- 


ing. 


Craues (D.) 


And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that all Offences made Felonies by 
this Act, which ſhall be committed in Africa, 
or elſewhere beyond the Seas, or upon the 
High Seas, ſhall and may be inquired of, in- 
liſted, tried, and adjudged, in His Majeſty's 
Court of King's Bench; in like Manner, to all 
latents and Purpoſes, as if the Offence had 
been committed in the County of Middleſex, 
or in any other County of that Part of Great- 
Britain called England, where the Court of 
King's Bench ſhall fit; or elſe before ſuch 
Commiſſioners, and in ſuch County in that 
Part of Great-Britain called England, as ſhall 
be aſſigned by the King's Commiſſion, in 

like Manner and Form, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, as if ſuch Offence. had been com- 
mitted in the ſame County, where the ſame 
ſhall be ſo-inquired of, indicted, tried, deter- 
mined, and adjudged. | 
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And be it farther? Enacted, wy ir any 
Perſon or Perſons ſhall be taken and appre- 
hended in Africa, or elſewhere beyond the 
Seas, or on the High Seas, in the ACt of carry. 
ing, tranſporting, exporting, or lading, on 
Board any Ship, Boat, or other Veſſel, or of 
importing any Negro or Negroes, Slave or 
Slaves, contrary to the Proviſions of this Act, 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
Commander or Commanders of any of His 
Majeſtys Ships or Veſſels of War, or other 
Perſon or Perſons apprehending ſuch Offender 
or Offenders, to detain him or them, and to 
ſend him or them in ſafe Cuſtody to England, 


there to be n againſt 4 585 tried as 


aforeſaid, 


ei e 0 Crates (F. 18 

Provided mY and be it TY That if 
any Perſon or Perſons fo apprehended ſhall 
firſt be brought' to any Iſland or Place under 


the Dominion of His Majeſty, out of Europe, 


he or they ſhall be carried before the Governor, 
or Lieutenant-Governor, or ether "Perſon 
having the chief Civil Command under His 
Majeſty in ſuch Iſland or Place, who ſhall 12 


1 } 
the Evidence touching the Offence alledged to 
have been committed againſt this Att, and 


examine the Party or Parties accuſed; and if 


it ſhall appear to ſuch Governor, Lieutenant=- 


Governar, or other Commander in Chief, that 


the ſaid Party or Parties accuſed have or has in 


AR, either in Africa, or elſewhere, beyond the 
Seas, or on the High Seas, or that there is juſt 
Cauſe to put him or them on Trial for ſuch 
Offence, then ſuch Governor, Lieutenant - Go- 
vernor, or Commander in Chief, ſhall; and he 
is hereby required to order and cauſe; ſuch 
party or Parties accuſed, to be ſent under 
ſufficient Cuſtody to England, there to be pro- 
ceeded againſt and tried as aforeſaid; and ſuch 
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Com- 
mander in Chief, ſhall, and he is hereby au- 
thorized and required to bind in Recognizances 
to His Majeſty all ſuch Witneſſes as the Pro- 
ſecutor, or the Party or Parties accuſed, ſhall 
&ſire to attend, to give Evidence on any In- 
dictment to be preferred for the alledged Of- 
lence, or on the Trial thereof, for their Per- 


preferring ſuch Indictment, or of ſuch Trial, 
do give Evidence thereon reſpectively; and the 
lad Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Com- 
mander 


Fact committed any Offence made Felony by this 


ſonal Appearance at the Time and Place of 
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reaſonable Sum to be allowed for the Expenſes 


(8) | 
mander in Chief, ſhall thereupon appoint 3 


of every ſuch Witneſs, and ſhall give to every 
ſuch Witneſs a Certificate under his Hand and 
Seal that ſuch Witneſs has entered into ſuch 
Recognizance to give Evidence, and ſpecify. 
ing the Sum allowed for his Expenſes; and 
the Collector or Collectors of the Cuſtoms at 
ſuch Iſland or Place, upon the Delivery of MMI ace 
ſuch Certificate, are and is hereby authorized 
and required forthwith to pay to ſuch Wit- MW 17, 
neſs the' Sum HONG therein for his Ex- in k 
. N and 


G e RW” 


And be it further Enacted by the Authority jur 
aforeſaid, That if any Perſon, offending againſt Wl fen. 
this Act, ſhall diſcover any other Perſon or be! 
Perſons who ſhall have offended againſt this BW tio: 
Act within Two Years preceding the Time of 
ſuch Diſcovery, ſo that ſuch Perſon or Perſons 


| fo diſcovered be thereupon” convicted, ſuch Wl pla 

Perſon ſo diſeovering, and not having been fen 
before that Time convicted of any Offence BF th: 
_ againſt this Act, ſhall be indemnified and diſ- Wl ka 


charged from all Penalties he ſhall then have 
incurred. * any Offence — this Act. 


CLavs: 
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And be it further Enacted by the Authority 


aforeſaid, That if any Action, Suit, or Proſe- 
cution, ſhall be commenced, either in Great- 
Britain, the Weſt-Indies, or America, againſt 
any Perſon or Perſons, for any Seizure made, 
or any other Matter or Thing done in purſu- 
ance of this Act, the Defendant or Defendants 
in ſuch Action or Suit may plead the General 


Iſue, and give this Act and the ſpecial Matter 


in Evidence at any Trial to be had thereupon, 
and that the Matter in Queſtion was done in 
Purſuance and by Authority of this Act; and 
if it ſhall appear to Have been ſo done, the 
Jury ſhall find for the Defendant or De- 
fendants; and if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs ſhall 
be non-ſuited, or diſcontinue his or their Ac- 


tion after the Defendant or Defendants ſhall 


have appeared, or if Judgement ſhall be given 
upon any Verdict or Demurrer againſt the 
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or De- 


tendants ſhall recover Treble C-ſts, and have 


the like Remedy for the ſame, as Defendants 
lave in other Caſes by Law. 


SPEECH 


— 


8 


** 


or THE 


Right Hon. HENRY DUN DAS. 


CAME down this day, not without great 
perſonal inconvenience, to deliver my 
thoughts on the meaſure now under conſide- 
nation; which I conceive to be one of the moſt 
important that has for a long time engaged 
the attention of this Houſe, An Honourable 
Gentleman® has declared it to be an argu- 
nent in favour of the preſent Bill, that it is 
ſupported by all thoſe who are moſt diſtinguiſh-" 
« for eloquence, wiſdom, and perſonal autho- 
nty, amongſt us. Acknowledging, Sir, with due 
humility, this aſſertion to be juſt, I hope, that 
thoſe qualifications, and that ſuperiority which 
the ſupporters of this Bill poſſeſs, will ſuggeſt” 
to them the propriety of attending with mo- 
&ration, with forbearance, and even with 


Mr. Montague, 
C ſome 
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© foie degree of complacency, and condeſeen 


ſion, to the abjeftions of other Gentlemen, 
who have, all along, doubted and heſitated re. 
ſpecting the wiſdom of the meaſure; and 
whoſe doubts have now amounted to a decided 
convichon, that the Bill propoſed, if paſſed 

into a law in its preſent ſhape, will tend to 
obſtruct its own object; and will, at the ſame 
time, endanger the moſt important intereſts of 
this country and her _—_— . 


Sir, I ocofols myſelf 10 be. ane * that hs 
look upon the Bill to be thus dangerous and. 
impolitic ; and, be my talents. great, or ſmall, I 
think it my duty to oppoſe a,meaſyre which 1 
conſider as tending. to no poſſible good; but 
which, on the contrary, will, in my Judgement, 
be productive of the moſt miſchievous conſe- 
quences, As I claim a patient attention from. 
the Gentlemen with whom I differ on this oc · 
caſion, let me, on the other hand, declare, 
that many of them are men, of whoſe talents, 
integrity, and good intentions, Lentertain the 


woſt exalted opinion. I know that the mo- 


tives of their canduct are pure, juſt, and bo. 
nevolent; and ſeeing the ſuhject in ſo different 
a point of view from thoſe Gentlemen, I muſt 
naturally feel great diſſidence of the * 
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13 
of my own Judgement 1 in ſach a caſe; That 
lifidence has led me tö revolve the queſtion 
in my mind over and over again, and the 
more I have conſidered it, the more I am con- 
vinced that I am in the right; — bat, with ſuch 
weight of authority and ability againſt me, I 
feel it impoſſible to avow that convittion, - 
without ſubmitting my reaſons to the boar wa 
fion of the Houſe, ” 


| * Sir, I agree that "yy never was a ratjeet 

which had the advantage of being more com- 
pletely canvaſſed, more deeply probed;” and 
ſounded to the bottom. It has been invelfigated 
by every ſpeties of inquiry, and illuſtrated by 
evidence and information of all kinds, and 
therefore it is ſcarcely poſſible, after a diſcuſſion 
of ſeven years, that I can offer any thing new | 
upon it at this time of day. I have no ſuch © 
erpectation: alt that I pretend to is, to fate, 
from acknowledged facts and allowed premiſes, 
hoſe principles and concluſions which influ- 
mce my own mind; and which, if attentively 
conſidered by this Houſe, cannot fail, I think, 
to make Gentlemen pauſe before they raſhly 
urge forward a meaſure, of the conſequences 
of which, I am perſuaded, they are not ny 
Qprized, 
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a Sir, there are two propoſitions which 1 
originally laid down, and which I wiſh to 


fe- ſtate, as the foundation of all the opi- 
nions that I now entertain upon this ſubject. 


The firſt is, that even admitting, with the 


Gentlemen who. ſupport this Bill, the Slave. 
Trade to be contrary to the principles of juſ- 
tice and humanity, ſtill the mode propoſed by 
them of ſuppreſſing it muſt directly fruſtrate 
their own views, The ſecond is, that, with- 
out obtaining the co-operation of the planters 
a and the colonial aſſemblies of the Weſt- Indies, 
all endeavours whatever to aboliſh this trade 
will. be abortive and ineffectual. I repeat the 
aſſertion, I ſay, that, without the concur- 
rence and co-operation of the colonies, all our 
endeavours to aboliſh the Slave-Trade will 
only ſerve to increaſe It, under the encourage- 
ment of other nations, Sir, I readily antici- 
pate the reply which will be made, It has 
been aſked, and it will be aſked again, * Are 
« we to ſuffer robbery and murder to paſs un- 
M0 puniſhed among ourſelyes, becauſe other 
nations may allow thoſe crimes to be com- 
* mitted with i impunity?” Surely, Sir, this is 
not a caſe in point; it is no anſwer to the ob- 
ſervation, For, when Gentlemen ſpeak of the 
abolition 
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abolition of the slave - Trade as a quads > in 
which the intereſts of humanity are conterned,- it 
is material to conſider, what in ſuch cafe will 
be the conduct of other nations? Gentlemen 


may ſay Let us firſt remove the pollution 
« from ourſelves.” But can any man affirm, 


that, if Great-Britain-ſhall abandon the Slave- 
Trade, it will not be carried on to at leaſt an 


equal degree, and, perhaps, with greater hard- 
ſhips to the negroes, by foreign ſtates; and 
with all the accumulated benefits of an exclu - 
ſive traffic? If this ſhall be the fact, — if other 


countries ſhall take up what we ſarrender,—let 
me not be told, that the intereſts of humanity 
will be promoted by the Bill now before the 


Houſe, - It has, indeed, been intimated, that 


the example of England may go far in pro- 


ducing an abolition in foreign countries alſo. 


America and other nations have been named, * 


but 


* Although the importation of negroes into America be 
generally diſcontinued, and that the ſupply of foreign colonies 
with ſlaves be prohibited by law, yet from the concurring 
inducements of her own advantages over the belligerant 
powers of Europe, and the emoluments of a trade with the 
Spaniſh iſlands, the Americans do at preſent carry on, to a 
conſiderable extent, from the ports of Charleſton, Norfolk, 
Newbury, and Rhode-Ifland, (by means of coarſe India 
meu imported, and rum manufactured by themſelves,) a 

C3 trade 
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but I aſſert, in ſtrong and poſitive terms, that, 
if the Trade be carried on by Spain, Portugal, 
Denmark, or any other nation, to any extent, 
the attempts of this _y to WO] hs * 
rens dase. 20 


et 
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| With and to the right of GreatsBritain, 
in this caſe, over the trade of her golonies, it 
is a matter into which I do not wiſh to enter, 
It is a queſtion of much delicacy; for I do not 
know in what part of the ſtatute-book the 
nature and extent of the ſaperintending power 
of Great-Britain is accurately defined. I will 
. juſt hint for the conſideration of the Houſe, 
that it is material to conſider how far it is 
prudent and politic to bring forward any mea - 
ſures which may provoke a diſcuſſion on that 
head, I ſay, Sir, I could wiſh Gentlemen 
would conſider Whether this Bill will not in- 
duce a queſtion that ought not to be agitated? 
There are, undoubtedly, certain general prin- 
ciples in = Connexion n the _—_ 


4 
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trade to Africa for 83. with which _ pet} 80 Soak: 
ards at Cuba, and receive in payment partly ſpecie, and partly 
molaſſes for their diſtilleries. Even the "lethargic Spaniard 
ſeems to be àwakened to the important benefits of the ſugat- 
trade, and the iſland'of Cuba is making tapid advances i in the 
cultivation of ot article. 
and 


Up TP r Vﬀ"Ye me ” ©@ == =, 8. 


#7) 


ous to be diſputed. Thus it is admitted, that 
the colonies are entitled to protection from the 
thother-country, and to that ſupport, afiſt= 
atice, and ericouragement, which are neceſſary 
for their exiſtence; preſervation, and welfare. 
On the other hand; the colonies are compelled 
to bring their produce to the mother-country, 
and to take her exports in return, and they are 
reſtricted from reſorting to any other market, 
or receiving afliſtarice from any other power. 
All theſe are clear, ſimple, and undiſputed, 
principles of colonial intercourſe with the pa- 
3 * are WW obligations. 
But 


ln this ſketch of the reciprocal obligations of the Britiſh 
colonial ſyſtem, it is obſervable; that no notice is taken of 
that excluſive poſſeſſion of the home-market, which, in return 
for the entire monopoly of their trade, the colonies lay claim 
to, and have, with ſome few exceptions, hitherto enjoyed. 


This claim was ably ftated in the year 1781 by Mr. Fox; 


when an attempt was made, by the ſugar-refiners, to obtain 


ſugars into home-conſumption. In reply to Lord Beau- 


champ, Mr. Fox obſerved, “ that the noble Lord had called. 


© the non-importation of ptize-ſugars a mere cuſtom-houſs 
regulation, and therefore thought the rule might eaſily be 
« diſpenſed with; but he muſt inform his Lordſhip, that a 


compact more ſolemn than any Act of Parliament could 


" create made that rule not to be infringed ; for we had mo- 
C4 * nopolized 


and the mother- country, which are too obvi- 


from Parliament an Act allowing the iatroduQtion of foreigh 


1 
But if the preſent. Bill ſhould: paſs into u law j 


if, by an abrupt deciſion on this queſtion, you. 


ſhall endeavour to deprive. your colonies of 
thoſe means of cultivation, which, they con- 


ſider, and which this country. has repeatedly ace 


 knowledged to be, eſſential to their , proſperity 


and preſervation; an important queſtion will, 


e nopolized the produce of our plantations by unnatural te- 
« ſtrictions on their trade; this was the only country in 
« Europe in which they were permitted, by our laws, to fell 
© their crops. Surely, then, by every principle of reaſon 
© and natural juſtice, they ſhould alſo have an excluſive ac- 
« ceſs to our markets, a monopoly ſubſiſting on one fide 
ec neceſſarily implying a monopoly alſo on the other. There 
was not any written agreement, but there was ſomething 
« more ſubſtantial, there was monopoly againſt monopoly. 
« The Weſt-[ndia planters were confined in the fale of their 
« commodities to Britain, and Britain was confined to take 
4 thoſe commodities from them, and them only. This tacit 
< bargain was confirmed not by words, but by deeds; the 
« planters enjoyed certain privileges, and for thoſe privileges 
« they gave ſomething in return, an ample equivalent, ſo 
“e that there was guid pro quo, which was allowed in the civil 
de law to be a formal ratification of any compact or bar- 
« gain.” See Debrett's Par. Reg. vol. iii. p. 420. But 
Mr. Edwards, the enlightened hiſtorian of the colonies, has 
ſtated at large and fully explained the reciprocal bearings of 
the compact between the mother-country and the Welt- 
India colonies; in vol. ii. book 6th, cap. 5, of his Hiſtory of 
the Weſt-Indies, See alſo, The Legal Claim of the Britiſh 


Sugar-Colonies, &c. affixed to Remarks on the New og 


| Bil, &c, * for — 1792. 
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for the fieſt time, offer itſelf to your ä 
tion. I ſay, Sir, if vou not only refuſe to 
ſupply them, but deny to them the privilege of 
ſupplying tbemſelves, by any means, with negroes 
from Africa, which the acts of this country 
have declared to be neceſſary for their pro- 
fitable exiſtence, a queſtion concerning the 
limits. of protection and obedience will ariſe, 
which has never been brought into controverſy 
between Great-Britain and her iſlands, I am 
ſorry to be. obliged to preſs theſe obſervations; 
they involve a ſubject of great delicacy; but, 
unleſs we are, upon this occaſion, to lay aſide 
every conſideration of policy, as ſome Gentle- 
men have thought proper to. aſſert, I cannot 
but think this queſtion proper for the diſ- 
cuſſion of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, before 
we proceed any farther in the buſineſs before 
you, Sir, it is not ſo eaſy to ſettle this point | 
as Gentlemen may imagine. The abolition of | 
the Slave-Trade is full of difficulty and danger; j 
but, putting aſide the queſtion of _ I res | 


* The preamble of the Ad of 23d George II. cap. 314 
- (adopting the terms of antecedent reſolutions of parliament,) ) 
tuns thus: Whereas the trade to and from Africa is very ad- 
vantageous to Great-Britain, and neceſſary for the ſupplying 

the plantations and colonies thereunto belonging with a. 
lulicient number of negroes at reaſonable rates. 


peat, 


„„ 
| peat; that, without the conieurtenes of the co- 
onies, it is not in the power of Great-Brifin 
to enforce. the meaſure. What?” (I beer 
Gentlemen exclaim,) “ is it not in the power of 
„ Great-Britain, with her numerous atid for- 
< midable fleets, to prevent the colonies from 
« trading with Aftica? Where is the man that 
will maintain ſo abſurd a propefition?” 1, 
Sir, am that man: 1 inſiſt, that, if through 
me medium of any foreign iſland; if by the 
aſſiſtance of any nation poſſeſfing colotiies in 
the Weſt - Indies, the planters are deſirous of a 
fupply of negroes from Africa, it will be im- 
poſſible for any force you ean ſend to prevent 
them from finding a landing-place. I wiſh, 
Sir, that any naval officer in this Houſe would 
fiſe up in his place, and pledge his character, 
that we can prevent the ſmuggling of negroes 
into our iflands ; I am eotiviriced it is phyſi: 
cally impoſſible; and I will ſtate to the Houſe 
the grounds of my conviction. Ia the courſe 
of the laſt ſummer, with twenty-eight ſhips of 
war appropriated to the purpoſe of preventing 
| brequent communications of the French with 
two of our Weſt-India iſlands, it was found 
impracticable to ſuppreſs thoſe communica- 
tions which were not kept up in the night, 
RY by means of canoes, or boats and barges, 


whence 


{2 ) 


ubenct a landing of Negroes would be more 
ally accompliſhed, but in an avowed and 
open manner, againſt which precaution might 
be taken, and of which information could be 
readily obtained; but, in the ſmuggling-trade, 
in which it is eaſy to put negroes a- ſnore in 
ſmall craft, under cover of the night, chooſing 
the hour and minute of acting, it would be 
impoſſible to prevent the planters from being 
ſupplied to their wiſhes with freſh ſlaves, 
vhich, the moment they are landed, are out 
of the reach of our laws. I am ſorry to be 
obliged to make this frank ſtatement, and it is 
with heart-felt regret I avow, that we have 
not had it in our power, with ſo many ſhips'of 
war, to defeat the deſigus of the enemy but 
ground my aſſertion upon the authority of 
the moſt able ſeamen, who have repreſented to 
ne, that I. was too ſanguine in my hopes on 

that head, If I am, therefore, right in this 
tatement, your act of parliament may bs 
what it will; but you never can deſtroy the 
lave-Frade, contrary to the wiſhes, the ig 4. 
* the conſent, of . | 
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mere io, S. de kmembens which «this . 


CER but Which would: probably have 
made 


iramers of this Bill have wholly omitted and 


(92 ) 


made the Bill not quite ſo unpalatcable; as it 
zs at preſent; to the planters. The ingredient 
T mean is a ſmall degree of moderation. I think 
it were eaſy to have made it the intereſt of the 
_ planters not to combat your act of parliament, 
But this idea, which ſo forcibly preſents itſelf 
to me, has no weight with the Gentlemen 
who ſupport this plan of abolition; and yet! 
ſincerely wiſh they would conſider whether 
they might not beſt promote, and ſooneſt ob- 
tain, the avowed ultimate object of their wiſhes 
by gentle and gradual means, which, though 
ſlow in their operation, would be ſure in their 
effect. I allade to the adoption of "meaſures 
calculated to obtain the co-operation of the 
planters, rather than to attack them with the 
high hand of headſtrong authority, ſhewing 
that we deſpiſe their interference, and diſclaim 
their concurrence. I entreat Gentlemen would 
for a moment reflect, whether it is not worth 
their while, even for the ſake of that humanity 
which they ſo nobly defend, to take into their 
view the propriety of blending conciliation 
with their proviſions, and of paying ſome little 
regard to the intereſts, and even to the preju- 
dices, of the coloniſts.” But, Sir, I cannot 
diſcern in the whole courſe of this buſinels a 


| angle circumſtance which does not tend to 
alienate 
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alienate the affeftions of the planters, and en- 


gage them in one common cauſe againſt the 
an Bill and its promoters. 


Lam unwilling to * back to dccutßons 
which have taken place within or without 
theſe doors; but it is impoſſible to forget the 


many outrageous calumnies and foul aſper- 


ſions, which, for years paſt, have been pro- 
mulgated againſt the planters. They have 
been repreſented as ſavages deſtitute of thoſe 


feelings which adorn humanity; as beings 
whoſe hearts were ſteeled againſt the impreſ- 
hons of ſympathy and compaſſion. Theſe 


miſrepreſentations have been made by perſons, 
who, finding ſolitary inſulated inſtances of 
cruelty in the Weſt-Jndies,-(as are to be found 


in every country under the ſun,) have been 


willing to make thoſe the foundation of a 
general charge againſt the whole collective 
body of planters, I beg, Sir, that I may not 


under them, Who have taken every opportu- 


nity, by the baſeſt exaggeration and falſehood, 


of calumniating the planters, and exciting 
3ganſt them the indignation of the public 
| mind, 


be miſunderſtood. I do not accuſe Gentlemen 
in this Houſe of ſuch diſnonourable conduct; 
but I do accuſe their agents, and perſons acting 


ta) 


2 C a eenlliliuy 
beſt to promote the intereſts of the iſlands; 


not to contrive how to ſecure the rights of 
property, „ 


effeQually the ill-fated proprietors with 


| every 
ſpecies of obloquy. What has been he con- 
ſequence ? The planters, united in a juſt and 


general feeling, as well for the preſervation of 


character as of property, have been rouſed to 
a man; and been determined to oppoſe every 
attempt to alter their fyſtem of cultivation. 


It was, Sir, the general attack upon their good 


name which produced ſo firm an union, more 
ſtrong and durable than you would have en- 
countered had you attacked their property 
alone. I think both in policy and humanity, 


ſecure the dutiful and loyal - acquieſcence of 
misfortune of contending for their property 


—— 
* i imot; Sir, nay Keck rela 


them undoubtedly are) which this Bill pro- 
poſes, I'do not will/to- cavil” with the Ho- 
11112 nourable 


that a little attention ſhould have been paid to 


with the eertainty of ſeeing their characters 


the various regulations (rigorous: as many" f 
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lar proviſions, which he may think mecuſſary 


for carrying his meaſure into effect, yet I can- 
not help making a few obſervations on two of 
the clauſes. By one of them, the plaiiters 


Band to. another, as they ſhall think proper. 


| ſhould have much doubted the policy of ſuch 
a meaſure, if I were even canvinced' of its juſ- 


tice. But, Sir, this clauſe. is altogether repug» 


nant to the principle of the Bill. I have even 
looked upon it as one of the maſt: rigoraus 
parts of the ſyſtem of ſlavery; that, after a 
negro has been domeſtieated in any on i ſland, 


after he has formed an attachment to a parti - 


cular ſpot, to a gentle taſk-maſter, to a friend, 
perhaps to a wife and children, (attachments 


be ſent to incur the miſeries of a new ſlavery 
in another ifland, daſtitute of family and 
friends, and forced; as it were, to re- cm- 
mence life in old age, and form new con- 


nexions, from which, he muſt be conſcious, 


be may again be as ſuddenly hurried into a 
n pore mann: Vet: 


„Ae Wilkarfaoe, - 1 
this, 


probably of a more tender nature than thoſe 
from which he was: originally torn, ) he ſnoud 
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i Iv me now calls your attention to the . 
clauſe ; a clauſe for which I am atterly at a 


ples of humanity profeſſed by its ſupporters. 
It is the clauſe which regulates the diſpoſal of 
ſmuggled ſlaves taken in ſhips at ſea. We are 
5 conſtantly told that African negroes, "ſold into 
flavery; are torn from the protection of their 
Parents, from the boſoms of their wives, and 
from the eries of their parting infants, by men 
guilty of injuſtice, robbery, and murder. Ad- 
| mitting this to be the caſe, I aſk,” Sir, what 
4 reparation are theſe poor wretches' to receive, 
| when they fall into the humane hands of men 
acting under this new act of parliament! 
One would have thought their ſorrows were to 
be mitigated, their ſufferings to be alleviated, 
and their wrongs redreſſed l. I aſk again, what 
is the indemnification or reparation held out 
to theſe miſerable captives for ſuch accumu- 
lated injuries? What is the redreſs propoſed 
by thoſe who are tremblingly alive to their 
misfortunes ? Will it be believed, Sir, that 
theſe very negroes are, by this Bill, ſtill to be 
ſold as ſlaves in our iſlands, and that, of the 
mone) 


loſs to account, eonſiſtently with the princi- 
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money. ariſing by the fale, one-third goes to 


the King, one to the Governor of the colony, 
and the remainder to the informer or captort 
The proceeds of the capture are to be divided 

as the proceeds of brandy or any other mer- 
ES commodity would be divided in a 
like caſe, and diſtributed in ſhares. Thus, in 
the hurry of reformation, Gentlemen have ad- 
mitted proviſions which are full as inconſiſtent 
with humanity and. juſtice as any branch of 
the Trade which they mean to aboliſh ! 


„Kr. my objeAions are to 7 Bill as it now 
ſtands. I. will admit, for argument- lake. that 
the African Slave- Trade is irreconcileable to 
juſtice; and I. confeſs, that many circum- 
ſtances concur which incline me to that opi- 


nion. I do not, therefore, object to the prin- 
ciple of the Bill, nor do I combat the poſition, 


that it is expedient and juſt to put an end to 
the African Slave-Trade, provided it be done 


with the leaft poſſible injury to thoſe, who, under 
our encouragement, have embarked their fortunes 
in it, I perfectly agree with that principle. 


But it is there, Sir, that I pauſe. For when, 
from the queſtion of right, I come to the queſ- 
tion of means and abili ty to execute and enforce, 
I am confident, that it is not in the power of 

'D the 


1 
1 
| 
| 
| 
i 
1 
nn 
. 
1 
l\ 
i 
7 
\ 
4 


| 
1 
- 


CO (wu). 
the pablinment ör Great-Btitein te catry the 
ahbolition into effect, without the conſent of 
the planters; No law which we could paß 
would prevent the importation of flaves from 
Aftica into the colonies, particularly if they 
mould de previouſſy lantled on any foreign 
ifland, I have informet! myſelf much upon 
that point, and I am at this moment better 
informed than I ever was before. My opinion 
is derived from experience. I know, as 1 have 
already ftared, that twerity-tight ſhips of war 
were not ſufficient to cover two iſlands from 
the French; nor did they land from fmall 
tenders vr brigs, carrying twenty or thirty 
men each, but from large veſſels, more eaſy to 
be diſcovered, and more liable to be confiſcated, 
Tf this ſtatement be juſt, the only practical 
conclufion which I with to draw is, that the 
"Houſe ſhould confider, whether they will be 
able 'to carry the purpoſes of the Bill into 
effect, without colonial co-operation. If they 
cannot do this, let me recommend the adoption 
of ſome proviſions to fhew, that, whilſt we 
"ſtudy the intereſts of the Africans, we, at the 
ſame time, attend to the rights and Intereſts of 
thoſe, who are, by their connexion with the | 
parent-ſtate, entitled to our protection; 


who, in return for their loyalty and allegiance, 
claim 


6390 
claim from us the Tagge, of * neee 
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ral, who oppoſed this meaſute, haye not been 
fairly anſwered. The anſwer that was given 
arofe from a perverſion of the ohject of his 
argument, Which went to a fair conſidera - 
tion of the ſubject. The Hongurable General 
ſtated, that the African Trade was inſtituted, 
encouraged, and ſupported, under the ſanction 
of parliament. He was anſwered; that we 
ſhould not perſiſt in an abuſe, becauſe it had 
been ſanctioned by our anceſtors, Let me 
ſtate this matter fully, in furtherance of the 
Honourable GeneraPs' arguments. The Bri- 
tim parliament has, for more than a century, 
encouraged this Trade, — for what was origi- 
nally done by our anceſtors, if not regulated 
by late poſitive acts, has been continued by 
the tacit àequieſcence of parliament. The ſub- 
jects of this country, who are the creditors of 
the plariters,” I mean our monied men, have 
been urged and ſtimulated by t the legillature 
to ſupport that Trade which we are now called 
upon · to aboliſh, It would be endleſs to recite 
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the various acts of parliament which have 
paſſed for the regulation and encouragemei 
of this Trade; — ſome for the culture of plan- 

tations; ſome for the eſtabliſhment of 'exclu- 
ſire companies, for the purpoſe of trading 

with the coaſt of Africa, and importing ne- 
groes for the cultivation of Weſt- India plan- 
tations; and others for encouraging foreigners 
as well as Britiſh ſubjects to lend their money 
for the improvement of the colonics,® + | _ - 


% 


* The blowing ay of the 01 acts and decla- 
rations of the legiſlature, to which Mr. Dundas here alludes, 
is, in a great meaſure, extracted from the minutes of evi-' 
dence againſt the abolition of the Slave- Trade, taken 20th- 
March, 1790, by the Select Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, Some omiſſions are, however, ſupplied, 


+ 1. Acts and declarations which ſtate the Wel- Indie 
colonies and the trade thereof to be very advantageous to lu 


Great- Britain, and therefore entititled to her * and n 
encouragement. 


15 C. II. cap. 7. 105 Chand cap. 37. 

22 and 23 C. II. cap. 26. 8 Anne, cap. 13. 
7 and 8 W. III. cap. 22. 4 Geo. II. cap. 15. 1 

3 and 4 Anne, cap. 710. 5 Geo. Il. cap. 24 

6 Anne. See the Queen's 6 Geo, II. cap. 13. 

Meſſage to the Commons, re- Subſequently continued. 

ſpecting Nevis and St. Kitt's, 11, 19, 26, 29, and 35 
6 Anne, cap. 30. N Ges. II. 
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| No, sir, though I do not-claim, as a ſup- 
port to "oy" weak- Wann. that . Are. 


Continued 1 WT Geo. II. cap. 30. 
ed, and made perpetual, 4 5 Geo. Ill. cap. 45. 


Geo. III. cap. 115. 6 Geo. III. cap. 52. 
12 Geo, II. cap. 30. 27 Geo. III. cap. 7. 
19 Geo. II. cap. 33060. ot Zr 


| 2dly. Adds and declarations which authoriſe, prote®t, and 
encourage, the Trade to Africa for Slaves as advantagebus in 


«elf, c 
colonies, | 


1672, C. II. to the A- in which Her Majeſty notices 
x frican-Company, the Affiento Contract. 

9 and 10 W. III. cap. 26. 23 Geo, II. cap. 31. 

10 Anne, cap. 7. 25 Ceo. II. cap. 40. 

1707, 1713. Various reſo= 4 Geo, III. cap. 20. 
lutions of the Houſe of Com- 5 Geo, III. cap. 44. 
mons. . | 23 Geo, III. cap. 65. 

1711. The Queen's Meſ- 17-42 1 
ſage to the Commons, 


1660 1 charters of 1712. The Queen's Speech, 


by 


3dly. Acts which ſecure and promote loans of money to 


the proprietors in the Weſt-India colonies, whether from 
Britiſh ſubjects or foreigners, as inſtrumental to their culti- 
ration, and thereby to the public benefit, 


5 Geo. II. cap. 7. 14 Geo. III. cap. 39. 
13 Geo. III. cap. 14. 
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juſtified by all the wiſdom of the legiſlature 
cf this country for a century paſt; though 1 
do not wiſh to argue down the ſagatity"of 
modern times, when compared with that of 


our forefathers, yet 1 do contend, that, When 


it is propoſed to ſtrike down. and deſtroy, by 
one act of parliament, all that our predeceſſors 
have done in a long ſeries of years, we 
ſhould pauſe and conſider, before we precipi- 
tate a meaſure, which, in the purſuit of uni- 


verſal right, may be. — with municipal 
injuſtice. 


Another Honourable Gentlinan® bas de- 
clared, that the Houſe is, by its reſolutions, 


bound to ſupport this Bill; for that, having 
entertained the Bill in its firſt ſtages, we are 


required, for the ſake of conſiſteney, to give it 


our final aſſent. This argument ſounds 
ſtrangely in the mouths of thoſe who-contend, 
that the repeated deciſions of parliament, in 

| ſupport of this Trade for a century paſt, 


ſhould have no weight whatever in its favour 
on this occaſion. 


Sir, 
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vir, an Honourable Baronet® has been an- 


ſwered with a degree of levity, which does 


not become the importance of the ſubject,. 
when, in ſtating that a conſiderable part of 
Weſt- India property was veſted in Britiſſ ſub- 
jects, he obſerved, that, the planters were 
bound, upon this occaſion, to urge the claims 
of their creditors, who would otherwiſe even- 
tually ſuffer by the very encouragement _ and 
invitation which had been held out to them 
by the parliament of Great · Britain. Sir, the 
value of Weſt India property is not leſs than 
ſeventy or eighty millions; and of that ſum, I 
am aſſured, that more than twenty millions are 


+ Sir Willam Young anGered by Me, Preis 


+ One is at a loG to conceive the drift of the obſervation 
which Mr, Dundas here deigns to notice. Seriouſly to 
maintain, that, becauſe an eſtate has been mortgaged for a 
conſiderable part of its value, the proprietor is not by intereſt 
or duty pledged to its protection, would imply a degree of 
abſurdity irreconcileable with the acknowledged abilities of 
Mr. Francis; and yet ſarcaſtically to reproach the planters 
with the amount of their bucthens, in the very inſtant of 
urging a meaſure calculated to prevent their alleviation, 
would indicate a poverty of imagination and illiberality of 
mind, of which one would not willingly accuſe that Ho- 
nourable Gentleman. | 
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Britiſh property, advanced and inveſted for the 
ſupport and culture of the colonies. - This 
money has been lent. on the faith of parlia. 
ment, repeatedly and ſolemnly pledged. The 
Weſt-India planters, therefore, are ſurely juf. 


tified in conſulting, not only the preſervation 


of their own property and that of their chil. 
dren,'but alſo in bringing forward, and urging, 
on this occaſion, the claims of their-creditors; 
1 ſay, Sir, that they have a fair and undoubted 

Tight to ſtate, that their creditors will be in- 
jured, if this Bill paſſes into a law ; — nay, 
they are bound, by a moral obligation, to do 
ſo. And are not we too, Sir, bound by a 
moral obligation, equally ſtrong, to conſider 
and ſupport thoſe claims which have been in- 
curred by the ſolemn acts of our anceſtors? 
We may diſtinguiſh between our acts and the 
acts of former parliaments; but I contend, 
that we have one continued legiſlation, and 
that the act of one hundred and fifty years 
ago is the act of this day. If, therefore, we 
are to impoſe hardſhips upon any of our fel- 
low-ſubyects, it is our duty to inquire into 
them, and npt idly reject the intereſts of thoſe, 
who are entitled to our immediate protection, 
upon any plea whatever. In the conſideration 
of this part of the fulzect,” the proviſion for 


infant- | 


4 


. 
infant-children is involved, and this Houſe is 
the guarantee of truſtees, guardians, and execu- 
tors. Is it not our duty to take care that the 
juſt claims of orphans and widows be not 
overlooked, even in the general zeal for a good 
cauſe? I muſt here advert to a topic, which 4 
have before-mentioned. Feeling that the co- 
operation of the planters is eſſential to the 
ſucceſs of every meaſure for aboliſhing the 
Slave-Trade, I wiſh to call the attention of the 
Houſe to the means of obtaining that neceſſary _ 
co-operation, It is my fincere defire, that the 
legiſlature of this country ſhould act upon 
the broad baſis of humanity, juſtice, and po- 
licy, and that we ſhould give clear and ſignal | 
proofs to the planters, that their local and 

particular intereſts - have been attended to. 

The conſideration that this has not been done 
forms a radical objection to the preſent Bill. 
This, Sir, is no new doctrine; it is but a re- 
petition of what J urged four years ago, with _ 
all the force and perſuaſion I was maſter of. 
I then ſtated that a gradual abolition was the 
only mode which would be effectual, and I 
brought forward a clauſe for the inſtitution 3 
a commiſſion, with the view, that, in the pur- 
ſuit of general juſtice, the ſufferings of indivi- 
1 might not eſcape our attention. I, 


therefore, 
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„ 
therefore, ell 
of a cammiſſion, propoſe a new. meaſure; but 
I, am, re-ſtating: that which I. recommended 
four years. ago, namely, a prouiſion for ma. 
king honig ite the loſes that will hs fu 


tion takes effect. And I ſay, that this Bill, 
going out to the Weſt - Indies, without. any 
proviſion: of that kind, may be attended with 
dangerous conſequences. If the planters. are 

heated, if their minds are enflamed, — Gen · 
tlemen ſnould recollect the provocations they 
haye met with. Their property has been at- 
tacked, and their characters aſperſed. If this 
Bill, thetefere, be ſent out to men, whoſe 
minds are already but too much and too juſtij 
agitated; ho are taught, by ſad experience, 
that no attention has been paid to their com- 
plaints, or to their feelings; what, Sir, may 
not be expected? I wiſh the legiſlature of this 
country. would take care, — and, I truſt, the 
wiſdom of this Houſe will take care, — befor 
they ſend out an act like. this, to do enecution 
on the colonies, that it be, at leaſt, accom- 
panied with ſome meaſure of compromiſe. 
ſomething like an indication of parental ſuper- 
intendance and regard, to reconcile them to 


the mah. By this 1 mean the appoint- 


ment 
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tained; by individuals, if the meaſure of abgli. 


mw” Xx =» - << &@ @ =” Xt i TT YT = = 


0 
nent of commiſſioners, authorized, to inquit 
into the extent of injuries and loſſes which 
perſons may ſuſtain in conſequence of the act, 
that parliament may be enabled to give them 
an adequate indemnificatian, purſuant to the 
report- of its commiſſioners; who ſhould-alſa 
be empowered to inveſtigate the - probable 
effects. of this meaſure upon the property of 
the creditors. in the parent. country, Which is 
reſted on the ſecurity. of Weſt · India eſtates. 
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: Conſider, Sir, for a moment, what would 
otherwiſe be the conſequence. of an immediate 
abolition, I am ready to pay every deference 
and ſubmiſſion: to the talents and wiſdom of 
thoſe who ſappart this Bill; but I cannot ſhut 
out the light of my own underſtanding . that 
which God has given me, I muſt; exercilt, / 
And, Sir, knowing and feeling, as every man 
muſt know and feel, that, if there be truſtees 
to any Weſt-India property, if there be.guar- 
dians of the affairs of infants, — thoſe truſtees 
and guardians will think it their duty to look 
very attentively to the preſervation. of the 
truſts committed; to their care; I contend, that 
there is not ane individual among them, who 
will ſuffer the property. of his ward, to conti 
nue under any fpeculative or uncertain con- 
tingency, 
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tingency, or 7 60 be ſuhjected to any poſlible 
riſk which he can avert; and, do you think, 
then, that all outſtanding monies can be ſud. 
denly called in without injury? Do you mean, 
that all mortgages are to be immediately fore. 
cloſed Shall the planters be compelled to fell 
all their negroes (the only means and ſupport 
of their cultivation) for the payment of their 
creditors ?. Do you intend, that all theſe pro- 
ceedings ſhall follow, (for they will be the ne- 
ceſſary effect of this Bill, if it paſſes into a 
law,) without taking one ſtep, directly or in- 
directly, to obviate or prevent them? We 
know that our courts of equity have interfered 
to prevent the forecloſure of a mortgage where 
even one individual was concerned, and ſhall 
not parliament | interfere to ſtop à general 
forecloſure, which muſt involve the intereſts 
of thouſands ? Is this the only caſe where juſ- 
| tice is to ſleep? I know; Sir, that moſt part of 
Weſt-India property reſts upon credit, and 
that, ſeparated from credit, it is nothing. It 
will be found, on inquiry, that many of the 
planters, who have borrowed: money in this 
country for the purchaſe of negroes, and the 
cultivation of their plantations, are under an 
obligation to ſend annually to their mortgagees 


a certain quantity of conſignments, And if 
they 
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they be rendered unable to complete thoſe en- 
gegements, what will be the event? This is a 
caſe which thoſe acquainted with the come 
merce of the iſlands know to be very com- 


There are, Sir, many other caſes that might 
be ſtated with equal propriety, and force, but I 
do not wiſh to engage the attention of the 
Houſe too long. Some of the ſettlers in the 
ceded iſlands were bound, by expreſs condi- 
tions, in the grants of their lands, to place. 
and maintain upon their eſtates a certain num- 
ber of negroes; and when the iſland of Toba- 
go was taken by the French, the property of 
many of the planters was confiſcated, becauſe 
the number of ſlaves, which they were bound 
to maintain by their original 2 was an, | 
found upon it. 


Sir, I come now to conſider the reſolution - 
entered into by this Houſe four years ago, 
That, on the firſt of January, 1796, the 
* African Slave-Trade ſhould ceaſe and de- 
termine.“ I was the perſon who brought 
forward the meaſure of gradual abolition. . I 
then thought, and I am till of opinion, that 


many intermediate ſteps were neceſſary for 
| effecting 
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effectiug that purpoſe; but 1 found my pro- 
jects oppoſed, and 1 abandoned them for 4- 
White, "Phe reſolution, however, of the Houſe 
of Commons went to another Houſe of Par. 
liament, and there it has remained from that 
day to this, without any proceedings being had 
thereon, except an examination of withelle, 
By that reſolution, it Was certainly intended, 
that the planters ſhould ftock their plantations 
With a fufficient number of negroes during 
the next enſuiug four years, to prevent the 
neceſſtty of farther importations afterwards, 
But is it to be argued, and can it be maintain. 
ed, that the importation for the laſt four years 
affords even a (compenſation for the loſſes 
which have been ſuſtained in that time by the 
war? Have the times been ſuch as to give the 
planters a fair and equitable opportunity ol 
ſupplying the deficiencies in their Rook? 1 
any Gentleman maintains, that we are bound 


in conſequence of that reſolution, to com 


now to an immediate abolition, 1 will teig 1 
him, that he wiſhes us to act in conformity t pl 
| the letter, dut, at che ſame time, in direct of . 
poſition to the ſpirit, of that reſolution. of 
me explain, Sir, how the purpoſes of that c (. 


, - Tohution have been fruſtrated, and how thol 
_ Hands, which more particularly . {uf 
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ply of riegtots, have been leaſt able to Obten 
it, It was ſtatedl four years ago, that, Ja- 
maica, Barbadoes, Antigua, and all the other 
iſlands, Which had been for a long time in our 
poſſeſſion, had nearly a ſuffieient ſtock of ne- 
groes, but that the newly ceded iſlands, Gre- 
nada, St. Vincent, and Dominica, were greatly 
deficient; and the delay of four 'years was 
thought neceſſary, in order to bring theſe to 
any degree of parity with the old iflands, 1 
therefore ak Gentiemen, whether eher new 
lands have reapet the benefits of this tempo 
rary ſuſpenſion of the 'abolition.? I wiſh them 
to tell me, What opportunities they ave had 
of completing their ſtock of negroes as pro- 
poſed by the reſolution? A great part of Gre- 
nada and St. Vincent has been laid waſte, atid 
the iſland of Dominica, for a eonſiderable pe - 
tiod, has been in a ſtate of rebellion. Many 
of their ſlaves ih che mean time have been en- 
liſted in our ar mies, for che purpoſe of more 
elfectually protecting "the properties of che 
planters from "the diabohcul attempts of the 
French, J am ſpeaking, Sit, on the nuthority 
of this Houſe, which, upon a repreſentation 
of the planters' ſufferings laſt year, found it 
Epedient and neceſſury to give them a large 
ctechit, a loan to the umount ef ont million = 
and 
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and a half in Bxchequer-Bills, Is this loan to 
be converted into a gift? Do we mean to give 
the planters theſe Exchequer-Bills as an in- | 
demnity for the devaſtations which have been c 
committed in the iſlands ?: Such, certainly, muſt 
be our intention, if we deprive them of the F 
power of repaying us. We may ſay to them, l 
„We have given you an indulgence of four 


years to ſtock. yourſelf with negroes before ; 
the abolition of the'Trade,” But what will WW , 
be their anſwer? * We have been in a ſtate u 
of war and devaſtation, — many of us with- 
out houſes, without plantations, without - 


« negroes, without the means of. repairing 
.« our loſſes, much leſs of ſupplying the de- 
< ficiencies of our ſtock, nor could we poſiib]y 
% have derived any benefit from the delay.” 

I wiſh, Sir, to bring this forward, as a ſtrong 
claim, I truſt the minds of Gentlemen will 
dwell upon it; and, I repeat, that this Bill, 
ſent out to the colonies, unaccompanied with 


th 

any one circumſtance of parental ſolicitude 2 
or conciliation, will be a more aggravated in- T 
jury than any you have yet done to them, of 
DIY boy th 


Theſe, Sir, are the grounds upon which | 
contend, that this Bill is inadequate to its ob- 


_ incompetent to the * for which it 
20 i 


K * 


c 


"ha 


a. / 
A 
— 
- 


\ 
3 
ul 


Þ, 


Na 
is peculiarly/defiraed ; —imprafticable in its 


execution, and that: the attempt to enforce it 
will endanger the intereſts not only of the co- 
lonies, but of the mother- country. The ſub= 
jet of this night's diſcuſſion is of vaſt im- 
portance, and, as it is underſtood that this is 
the laſt opportunity. I ſhall have of urging my 
objections againſt the Bill, let me obſerve 
once for all, that; whatever the ultimate effect 
of this meaſure may be, the world will do me 
the juſtice to ſay, that, to the utmoſt of my 
power, I have endeavoured to forewarn this 
Houſe, I have endeavoured to guard my coun- 
try en, its conſequences! 


Something fell "REA a Right Honourable 
Gentleman“ in the courſe of a former debate, 
which, if I thought that no one but myſelf 
had heard, I ſhould not now deem it my duty 
to notice; although I have alſo heard ſome... 
thing of the ſame kind ſuggeſted this night by 
an Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to me. 
The laſt Gentleman doubted, whether the loſs 
of the ſugar=colonies would be injurious to 
the A and he 2 to il- 


* Mr, Fax. 


E luſtcate 


„ 
luſtrate his reaſonirig hy the caſe of Norths 
America, whoſe ſeparation: from the parent. 
ſtate he ſeemed to conſider rather as beneficial 
than injurious to Great- Britain. This, Sir, I 
conſider as a raſh and inconſiderate poſition.” 
The expreſſion of the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman, on a former night, involved the ſame 
idea. He recommended, that, if the colonies 
did not conſent to the abolition of the Slave- 
Trade, we ſhould ** menace them with in- 
« dependance.” This expreſſion derives' a 
weight” from the ſuperiority of that Right 
Honourable Gentleman's talents; which it 
would not otherwile poſſeſs. The Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman might poſſibly have mo- 


— Ad 


1 1 k CY 
4 
-2 
_—_ 
1 \ 
3 
' 4 5 
| „ 
_ 
i 
| 4 
"yo 0 E 
v3 C q 
= 
| 4 : 
44 
8 ; 
W. x 
1 LE . 
1M x 
[ : { 4 
k | . 
94 
4 ö * 
þ . 
* 
1 
= 
Cl 
8 
1 
4 
1 
1 
. K 
1 
| | 1 
92 , 
"2 . 
= . 
_ 
*q 
48 xk 
4 
3 U 
iy 1 
1 
19 * 
7 
4 
_ ; 
f i 
. * 
I's [4 
_ L 
N 
| ; ; 
= 
* 
. 
ö FE 
N 
11 
x 12 
"3 a 
FF 
1 0 
_ 
q 7 
E 
y 
U 
1 
2 
1 
14 
1 
N 
1 
. 
: 
1 
x 
I 
” 


23 
3 
| 
| 
| 


— — — — — 
— _ —„— * rr — 
———— 
— . 
— 


— 


a — —ñ—ʒƷʒä— : - 
- 


— 


— K 
— ng 
, A. — * 
as „ i 


3 5 — U 


_ dified the phraſe, by the context of lis ſpeech; 
but when ſent round the town in different 
channels, unconnected and. unqualified, it may 
become of very dangerous influence. I ſhould 
not, Sir, have taken this matter up in fo ſe- 
rious a point of view, but that I have fince 
heard perſons. out of this. Houſe gravely main- 
_ tain the ſame doctrine which has been ad. 
vanced by the Honourable Gentleman® this 
night, namely, * that the / intereſt of this 
country is not much involved in the con- 
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nexion with its eolonies in the Weſt· Indies. 
However 1 might have wiſhed tha®no ſuch 
obſervation had been made, yet I think, that; 
ſince it has been once mentioned, it deſerves a 
ſerious refutation. Dangerous poſitions, once 
advanced, are the worſe for not being no- 
ticed, When we reaſon upon them, the doc- 
trine and the reaſoning go together. Both 
fidss are then on equal grounds; but When 
afſertions of ſuch importance are ſuffered to 
pals undiſputed, they appear as if they were 
eſtabliſhed and acknowledged apothegms. I 
entreat, therefore, that the Houſe will, for a 
lingle moment, liſten to a few data which I 
am about to tate,” from a paper in my hand, 

and which, in my opinion, will place this 
queſtion out of the reach of controverſy, 
Theſe data relate to the exports and imports 
between Great-Britain and her Weſt-India 
colonies. And, firſt, with regard to the im- 
port-tradez>—'The article of the imports from 
the Weſt-Indies, for the year 1795, amounts 
to J 8,881,673. This, Gentlemen will per- 
ceive, is ſomething more than ſpeculation. 
The revenue, ariſing from theſe imports, - 
amounts to the ſum of £ r,624, 176, after 


ſübtracting all drawbacks. I mean, Sir, by 


all the nett revenue. The number of” ſhips- 
E 2 employed 


"yl 


+83. 


ee in this) import - trade amounted that 
year" to 634 veſſels, containing 1 53;000 tons, 
und navigated by about 8,000 ſeamen. If there 


| "The exports. to ahi © Weſt-India 

ihands of foreign manufactures, 
amounted to „ 53000 
Of Britiſh manufactures . . 3,212,431 


Makin 2 together in Britiſh and fo- 
reign manufactures, the ſum of { 3,743,431 


© Theſe exports, Sir, have freighted 700 
veſſels of the burthen of 177,000 tons, and 
given employment to 12, oo ſeamen, There 
is another matter which I beg leave to ſtate 
to the Houſe, I mean the quantity of Welt- 
India produce firſt imported into this country 

and afterwards exported. - This amounts, 
for a part of the year only, to the ſum of 
£ 3:773:000. This, Sir, is a plain ſtatement, 
nor do I include in the account the navigation 
between America and the Weſt- Indies. This 
calculation comprehends merely the amount 
of the Trade between this country and its 
colonial poſſeſſions in the Weſt- Indies. 


If 


be, Sir, any thing more important than this 
3 it is the Or fide of the account. 
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If any perſon ſhall tell me, that ſome of 
theſe advantages would be enjoyed by us even 
if the Weſt-Indies ſtood in 'the ſame relation 
to this country as America ſtands at this mo- 


ment, I ſhall readily admit, that as much of 
this account as ariſes. out of the exportation 


and ſale of our manufactures might poſſibly 
be the ſame in caſe of a ſeparation. I do not 
think the manufacturers of America are yet, 
nor indeed likely to be for a great many 
years, in a ſtate to rival the manufacturers of 
Great- Britain. But when I have admitted 
thus much, it muſt, on the other hand, be 
allowed, that ſuch an event, beſides the opera- 
tion it would have on the navigation of this 
kingdom, would put out of our power the 
whole produce that comes from the Weſt- 
Indies, and for which the planters can eaſily 
find a market elſewhere. Such a conſequence 
would inevitably follow, and does it not form 
a moſt important conſideration ? We ſhould 
loſe all the ſurplus which makes fo great an 
article in the foreign trade of this country. 
The whole of that important advantage would, 
by ſach an event, be loſt for ever. Such would 
be one of the conſequences of Weſt-India 


independance, and ſuch, as I have ſtated, is 


E 3 de 


2 — —— — WO  - Reo ——— 


82 


& fatto the relative ſituation exiſting between 
te mother- country and her ſugar-colonies, 


15 it then, Sir, a crime in any Member of 
this Houſe 1 in this caſe to talk of policy? 1s 


this the only queſtion | from which all conſide- 


rations of policy are to be excluded ? Is it a 
crime in me to call on Gentlemen, ho, paſt 
the levity of youth, have arrived at a more 
ſober and deliberate mode of thinking, ma- 
turely to weigh the conſequences. of raſh and 
intemperate councils on this occaſion. Shall 
it be ſaid, that I do not conſult. the intereſts 
of humanity, becauſe I, who have attained a 
more advanced period of life, do not ruſh 
precipitately on, Po GRAY, Thing wy 
way before me? 


This leads me, Sir, to 1 conkideration 
which I wiſh to preſs upon the attention of 
the Houſe, — and this conſideration relates. to 
America. Gentlemen ſhould recollect, that 
the independance of America is already. eltas 
bliſhed. The ſeparation of the Weſt-India 
Wands from the mother-country 1 18, therefore, 
at this time, a very different queſtion from 
what it would have been, if the . connexion 
EO. Great-Britain and. America had fall 


ſubſiſted; 
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ſubſiſted; — before Gentlemen permit them; 
ſelves to think ſuch an event poſſible, before. 


they revolve in a fit of generoſity, or in a mo- 


ment of anger, to,declare the Weſt-India co- 
lonies independant, I with they would at leaſt 
conſider, what ſecurity there is, that thoſe 
ilands would continue in that ſtate of inde- 
pendance in which we might place them, if 


they were abſolved from their allegiance and 


diſmiſſed from the patronage of this country ? 


I would aſk, whether there is no other power” | 


in the world to be found, who would ſtreteh 
out a fatherly hand for their protection? If, 
by the egregious folly and the madneſs of this 
country, ſuch an event ſhould occur, if any 
unjuſt and intemperate deciſion of this Houſe, 
ſhould unfortunately produce the independance 
of the ſugar-colonies, it is but too probable, 


that, with exultation over our folly, ſome 


other nation would read ſuch a paper as 1 have 
this day produced, to demonſtrate to the world 
the conſequences. of our inſanity, by diſplay ing 
the extent of aur loſſes, and the magnitude of 
their gains! 1 feel myſelf impelled, by the im- 
portance of the ſubject, to. preſs this again and, 
again upon the minds of the Houſe, and r 
inform them how greatly they are miſtaken; if 
they think they are con fulting the trus inte- 
| | i - reſts 
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reſts of this country in giving the ſmalleſt en- 
couragement to the moſt diſtant idea of Welt, 


FRY W nan & 1 


Bir, 


®* | Ably. as * 3 conſiderations have been urged 


þy the Right Honourable ſpeaker, i it may be uleful to ſuggeſt 
on views of the mT * he = quniftess —and, 


Fit, It is a 3 hot logically juſt, that, becauſe 
the commerce of Great-Britain has been proſperous and pro- 
greflive ſince the ſeparation of the North- American colopies, 


it is, therefore, indebted to that ſeparation for any part of its 
proſperity, and might not haye arrivedto a much higher pitch 


if ſuch an event had not happened. Do the American States 
uſe none but Britiſh manufactures, employ nane but Britiſh 
agents, enrich none but Britiſh capitaliſts ? Are they not 
| become formidable rivals to us in commiercial navigation, 
and has not France, in the preſent war, found in their neu- 
trality à powerful reſource? Theic advance in population 
and wealth, for ſeveral years immediately preceding the revo- 
lution, was fo obvious and rapid, that, conſidering the drains 
| and burthens which the war impoſed, it would be too much 
to ſay, chat their independance has given a peculiar ſpur to 
their advancement, from which Britain, as a trading nation, 
has derived a compenſation for her laſs of their excluſive 
trade. Could any probable expenſe of theit protection have 
nearly reached the amount of that debt incurred in the war 
þy which they were loſt? The arguments by which free 
trade is uſually recommended do not 'apply to this caſe, 
Such arguments imply a general liberation, but here there 
Was no quid pro que. Something, doubtleſs, was conceded, 
and nothing obtained in return, — | 
NE 8 Secondly 
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Sir, I am far from deſiring the Honourable 
Gn to * his deſign for the 
| n | 


Secondly, Whatever may be determined reſpecting the 
advantages which Great-Britain derived from her North- 
American colonies, no fair concluſion can - thence be drawn 
3 to the value of thoſe ſhe poſſeſſes in the Weſt-Indies, in 
o many and ſuch material points diflimilar in nature and 
ſituation. 80 early as the time of Sir Joſiah Child, who: 
wrote in 1660, while the colonies of both kinds were yet in 
their infancy, this diſtinction was marked; their relative 
fitneſs for raiſing rival manufactures, building rival ſhipping, 
and draining the mother-country of people, are by him ſtated 
in plain, but forcible, terms. (See Child on Trade, cap. 10.) 
It ſhould neyer be forgotten, that the cultivation of the 
Weſt-India iſlands is entirely devoted to objects which the 
mother-:ountry cannot produce, yet cannot do without, and 
which, from their extenſive conſumption, afford the ſureſt 
means of balancing her foreign trade; — thoſe colonies poſſeſfs 
no excluſive ſhipping, and their acquirements centre, not by 
indirect channels, but immediately in the boſom of Great- 
Britain, Political economiſts may theorize concerning. the 
utility of colonies, and the preference of concentring the 
rational induſtry- and wealth, but they forget that ſuch 
eſtabliſhments are inſeparable from the genius of a maritime 
people, and eſſential to its proſperity. And, if the compara- 
ve merit of colonies be examined, we may ſafely aſſert, that 
none ever exiſted ſo reconcileable with the beſt principles of 


political economy as thoſe which the European nations poſ- 
{ in the Weſt-Indies, | 


Duran : 
* Mr. Wilberforce. 
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future and final al abolition of the African Slave. 


Tote ye FRIES wann 
23 


5 Phirdly, The 8 of the Weſt-India iſlands, all 
things conſidered, is not a ſubject of probable ſpeculation; 
they are conſtituted for an interchange of. excluſive benefits 
like that in which they now exiſt, and have hitherto "% 
riſhed ; and Great-Britain would impoſe a taſk upon herſelf 


greater than any ſhe cver undertook, were ſhe to attempt to 


- counteract their natural bias in that reſpect. Now, if any of 


aur political economiſts ſhould be diſpoſed to maintain, thit, 
in a ſtate of dependance upon ſome other nation, Great-Bri- 


tain might derive advantages from their commerce, let him 


he aſked, what benefits did ſhe derive from the trade of 
Martinique and St. Domingo ten years ago? Thoſe which 
France enjoyed from her excluſive colonies are ſtated very 
clearly. in the valuable Analyſis of the French Commerce, 


| Publiſhed about the time of the revolution, by M. Arnould, 


It is there ſhewn that France imported from ber colonies 


2 value of about eight millions ſterling, of which li&exported 


about ſix millions, by that, and by that alone, Wrning the 
general balance of trade in her favour. 'After accounting for 
the rapid progreſs which the commerce of Europe has made 
in the eighteenth century, that intelligent writer concludes: — 


Toutes ces circonſtances reunies ont produit la plus grande 
& aGtivits et une forte Emulation dans le commerce des Euro- 


ec p6ens. Elles ont multiplic les conſommations, et ce mouve- 
ce ment producteur a particulierement iti favorable a la France, 
6 kgs en vers le commencement du ſiècle, proprietaire 

d'objets nouveaux de conſommation. Avec + ſecours dn 
<A de nos Iſles. d Amivique, la France à fonde ane 
« marine coloniale Amportante ; elle a fait ainſi valoir les 


dite navales du Nord, pendant que les capitaliſtes, 
« les 


* 


N 5 
worthy his talents, and. warthy. the gaodneſz 
of his heart, I love the Honourable Gentle. 
man, Sir, and I love many of thoſe by whom 
he is ſupported, But, although I acknowledge 
the purity of their motives, although I. am 
convinced that they are actuated by the moſt 
virtuous impulſe, I muſt, however reluctantly, 
oppoſe them, when they, hurry on a meaſure 
like the preſent, without that due conſideration 
and reflection which its importance demands, 
| muſt, from a ſtrong ſenſe. of duty to my 
I country, differ from them, becauſe the plan, 

yhich they propoſe for relieving the oppreſſed 
Africans, is unattended with any regard for 
thoſe intereſts Which we are bound to preſerve, 
lt is becauſe. I love and yenerate them, that I 
feel ſo ſtrong a concern for the ROI 
of their meaſures. 


2 WP, _- 
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I muſt now, Sir. once more, allude to the 
ſote which paſſed this Houle, four years agg 


les armateurs, et les n&gocians "AT, ens uicht 
* par le commerce, comme les agens du gouvernement, par 
ch part qu'ils obtendient dans la progreſſion des impdts 
ut les conſommations, ſe ſont livres, 3 un luxe qui a;auge 
* ments le debouchs des produits du ſol et de Vigduſtrig 
* des Contrees Meridionales de! Europe.“ 


 Aryguld, Balance. de la Commerce, _—_ 
for 
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for the abolition of this trade: I was of opl. 
nion, at that time, that the indulgence of four 
years would be of no ſervice to the colonies, 1 
was of opinion, that, although cargoes of ſlaves, 
promiſcuouſly collected of old and young, 
might bring profit to Briſtol and Liverpool, 
they could not be advantageous to your colo- 
nies. I ſtated, at that time, that, however 
beneficial the propoſed indulgence, in point of 
time, might prove to the merchants there, and 
to jobbers in the Weſt-Indies, it could not 
produce any permanent utility to the planters W © 
themſelves. For, Sir, it was impoſſible for n 
me, not to know from all the hiſtories T had v 
read, and information I had acquired on the tt 
ſubject, that the ſudden influx of great num- W a 

ec 

el 
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bers of aged negroes into the colonies would 
endanger their ſafety. I maintained, upon 
general principles of theory, that aged negroes, WI © 
after they had imbibed all the habits of ſavage ff 
life, without poſſeſſing one moral or one re- 
ligious principle, derived from precept or ex- 
ample, and who, when ſold to flavery, muſt 
nouriſh all the deep reſentments of a reyenge- 
ful mind; I maintained, that ſuch people were 
not likely to become profitable ſervants or 
willing labourers in the Weſt-Indies. I ap- 
prehended that very ſerious _—_— 
1 | ml 
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. might ariſe from crowding the iſlands with. 
r freſh importations of thoſe negraes, a cir- 
I cumſtance which the reſolution of this Houſe. 


s cdrectly tended to create. - I ſtated all this up- 


H on theory, and it is now. eſtabliſhed beyond. 


|, W theory, It is impoſlible to look to great tracts 
A of land in the Weſt-Indies, laid deſolate by 
er the moſt unprovoked devaſtation, it is impoſ- 
of W ſible to look to ſome of the iſlands, ravaged 
id W vith more deſperate fury, with more ſavage 
ot W barbarity, than have ever yet ſtained the page 
rs W of hiſtory, by immenſe numbers of liberated 
or negroes, led on by the cruel policy of an in- 
ad veterate enemy, without-being convinced, that 
he the fears which I then deſcribed as probable 
n- W zcc realized; and that the theory is confirm- 
ed by melancholy fact and woeful experi- 
ence, France,- Sir, not daring to meet us 
openly, by the courage and enterprize of her 
fleets and armies, has adopted a baſe and de- 
teſtable mode of warfare. In the dead hour 
of the night, ſhe pours into our iſlands all the 
refuſe of her own ſlaves, ſet free for the pur- 
poſe of ſtimulating and inſpiriting our on 
negroes to outrage and rebellion: raiſing the 
hand of the ſervant againſt the maſter, inſtil- 
ling the principles of treachery and ingrati- 

tude, for the purpoſe of deſtroying the lives 
and 


tw) 
and properties of all.” If this picture be Jait, 
and if it be true, that the iffands will always 
be endangered by the importation of aged ne. 
groes, 1 am confirmed in the opinion, that it 
5 the wiſdom of this Houle to put 4 
ſtop to ſuch importations; and there is büt 
one Way, in my opinion, of accompliſhing it, 
ahd that is by limiting the number of negrbes, 
to be Imported hertafter, ts thoſe of à certain: 
age. I 46 believe that fuch a meaſtire would 
be effeftual: chat to confine the future im- 
portations to negroes, not exceeding twenty 
or thirty years of age, would not only be fer. 
viceable to the peace of the iflands, but, at the Il © 
ſame time, would operate in producing a gra- pe 
dual abolition of the flave.tride altogether. 
We ſhould, by theſe meatis, give to the plan- 
ters the power of quickly putting thetaſelves 
irito the ſituation of eſtabliſhing a permanent 
population, which would ſuperſede the nevel- 
ſity of farther ſupplies from Affica. 8 | 
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wy 1 belleve, had theſe regllatſog been 

| atlopted' and eniforcet! feven years ago, that 

this deſirable object muſt, at this time, have 

been very nearly accompliſhed. 'T preſs” tis, 

not only from my own opinion, hut from the 

information of others. One immediate _ | 
— wo 


— 


ow - — o 2 Soo — — 1 — 
» ün. ³˙—ůlaꝛdʃ ͤ ·²dur̃ n , ⏑‚ͤ%N ne. 
- 


40 


would neceſfarily follow ; a ſmaller number of 
faves would be imported on the Whole, and 
therefore the views of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
brought in the — * . he . 1 
mſyered. WI 


4 * 


A Noble Lot, . y e told me, - t doit 
know whether privately or publicly, that 
ſuch 4 plan was impractieable, and that it 
would no more meet the conſent of the plan- 
ters than the preſent Bill. Such objeftions, 
lem convinced, are fallacious. Bur I cart 
' have recourſe to better authority than my own, 
do prove that the meaſure is not Ritprathiceble,” 
ind that I have reaſon! to believe the 2 
wilt not object to it. In the year 1774, two 
different Acts were paſſed by the Houſe 'vf 
- Wl Eebly of the iſland of Jamaiea : the one in 

lings, in addition to the former duties, was 
hid upon every negro imported into that 
land. This not being ſufficient to check the 
nereaſing importation, the colony took the 
alarm at too large an influx of aged negroes, 
and the Aſſembly, in the month of November 
in the ſame year, paſſed another law, impoſing 
at additional tax of ſeven pounds more upon 
Gery-negro imported, who ſhould have paſſed 


6 8 


tee 
- His thirtieth year. This Act, Sir, coming 
home for the royal confirmation, was peti- 
tioned againſt by the merchants of Liverpool 
and Briſtol; and, a reference being had to the 
board of trade, the Board reported againſt the 
meaſure, on the ground that the Colonial Aﬀem- 
bly had exceeded their conſtitutional functions 
in taxing the trade of Great-Britain. The 
agents for the Weſt- India iſlands were Mr, 
Bryan Edwards and Mr, - Stephen Fuller. 


They were oppoſed by Sir William Meredith 


and Mr. Edmund Burke, the Members for 
Liverpool and Briſtol. His Majeſty in Coun- 

cil rejected the Act, in conſequence of the re- 

port of the board of trade, although the agent 
of Jamaica preſented a remonſtrance againſt 
the report, ſtating that ** the large duties laid 
upon imported negroes, above thirty years 


of age, by the Act of November, were lad 


<« by the Houſe of Aſſembly, not for the pur- 

_ ©. poſe of raiſing a revenue upon the trade of 

_ « Great-Britain, but ſolely on the principle of 

— Helfe preservation, and to put an end to that enor- 
© mous importation, particularly of old negroes, 

d qobich, at that time, TOTO the exi 1925 j 
A the colonies,” | 
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Taking it then, Sir, as a fa eſtabliſhed V2 
yond the reach of controverſy, by the firſt 
authority upon earth, I mean the authority of 
nen upon the ſpot, whoſe intereſts, nay, whoſe. 
exiſtence are concerned; — taking it, I repeat, 
for granted, that the propoſition which I have. 
mentioned would be ſerviceable and prac- 
ticable ; conſidering withal, that every impor- 
tation of aged negroes is attended with danger, 
cannot but think it incumbent on the Houſe, 
rather to adopt ſuch a meaſure, than the pre- 
ſent Bill. 


Sir, I am in the recollection of the Houſe, 
whether the reſolution which 1 formerly pro- 
poſed was a limitation of time only, I ſtated 
diſtinctly, that the chief object of my plan was 
the limiting the ages of the negroes; but, 
whatever ſuggeſtions and arguments were at 
that time urged, the authority which I have 
cited is infinitely ſtronger than any argument 
whatever ; and it was with the view of placing 
ny plan upon a ſolid and immoveable founda- 
tion, that I referred to it. I have heard, as 

an objection, that it would be impoſlible to 
acertain the ages of the imported negroes. 
To this objection I have to obſerve, that the 
F Act 
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bor of the Jamaica 5 named Tnſpe&r; 
mn the different parts, to examine Whether the 

digte imported were under thirty Years br 
not, ant to regulate the tax accordingly ; theſe 
inſpectors were, during all their Roes, in the 
conſtant Habit of ſeeing negroes of all ages; 

but, although there Theutd be a difficalty 
Amen inſurmountable in diſtingulſhing, to 
any degree of certainty, the ages under thiny, 
it could not form an objection to the plan 
which 1 Would propoſe, namely, that the mite 


age ſhould not exceed twenty years, inſtead of } 


thirty; I ſay, Sir, it would be infinitely more 
eaſy to diſtinguiſh within a year or two of 
twenty thin of thirty. This Krhitatfon wild 
Sradually furniſh a Rock ſufffeient to prevent 
any neceſſity of farther importation, and it 
would inftantly remòve many of the objections 
to the trade, and itnrtitdiately, by its operation, 
leſſen the traffic in a confiderable degree; for 
which reaſon 1 ſhould not think it neceffary to 
mit the number of negroes imported, dot 
confine the limitation to, the ages only. 


I bope I ſhall not be told, that my plan Will 
be thrown aſide, under any idea of farther 
importation being unneceſſary. 1 know, dir 


eum, in the whole of this controverſy, no 
N — 
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queſtion has been more warmly diſputed, than 


whether the iflands could, or could not, ſubſiſt 


without new importations; I know alſo, that 
many well-informed perſons have argued that 


they could; but however this may be, there is 


one fact in which all parties are agreed, The 
fact to which I refer is, chat there actually 
exiſts in the iſlands, at this time, a much 
greater number of males than of females. 
This diſparity in the ſexes operates againſt 
the firſt principle by which the human race is 
ſupported. (Gentlemen may object, that this 
inequality has been ſupplied in the courſe of 


theſe laſt faur years: perhaps in ſome degree 


it has, but I am poſitive in aſſerting, that the 


number of female negroes in the calonies is, | 
at preſent, incomplete for a permanent papu- 


lation. Aſſured as I am of that fact, I contend, 


that, if this Bill hould paſs, it will not abolith 


the trade, and I maintain, that if, by a high 
hand of authority and contempt of their inte- 
leſts, you try to deptive the iflands of the 
means of ſupplying what they conceive to be 
«llentially neeeſſary to their permanent ſuhſiſt- 
ence, they will, in deſpair, be driven to canti- 
nue this traffic in the Very WAY, which, af all 


others, you would with them to avoid. 


F2 — 


„ „ „% „„ ro—_—_ Mo 
4 - _ _ — — —— — — 


; ' \ 
ee 


Sir, I repeat, that if, in preference to ſuch a 
meaſure as I propoſe, the Parliament of Great 
Britain ſhall ſend out this Bill to the colonies, 
- (unattended: with a commiſſion, to inquire into 
the loſſes of individuals, unattended with any 
one eircumſtance of conciliation and compro- 
miſe, whilſt the minds of the planters are 
inflamed by the deſtruction of their properties 
and the aſperſion of their characters, let the 
conſequence; be what it may, I ſhall, at leaſt, 
have the ſolid ſatisfaction of reflecting, that 1 
have contributed all in my power to prevent it. 
What, Sir, will you, whilſt you injure their pro- 
perties, continue to: enforce: heavy quit - rents 
Will you not take into your conſideration the 
expenſes which they have been at, in building 
houſes and ereftipg works, for the cultivation 
and improvement of waſte lands? Or muſt the 
buildings Le uſeleſs, and the proprietors receive 
neither equivalent nor compenſation? Can 
you expect, in ſuch caſe, to meet that which you 
have in no inſtance invited, the cordial co- 
operation of the colonies? Do you think that 
they will allow a Bill of this kind to pals 
without the moſt determined oppoſition? | 


Such, 


1 


als "RP are "his 8 upon which x 
have felt it my bounden duty to oppoſe this 


Bill. I do it emphatically, 1 do it earneſtly: 
if any man ſhall ſay, that I am leſs actuated by 


the. feelings of humanity than himſelf, I ſhall 
leave him to the enjoyment of that opinion. 1 
do not wiſh to diſturb his conſciouſnels of recti- 
tude, I muſt apply, for a refutation of his char- 
ges, to thoſe who haveknown me in all the ſtages 
of my life, from infancy to manhood, and from 
manhood to this day. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that it is not by making eloquent harangues 
in this Houſe, with humanity in our mouths, - 
that we can convince the minds of ſober and 
rational men of the rectitude and ſoundneſs of 
our principles, and I ſhall treat ſuch aſperfions 
with the filent contempt which becomes one, 
who is conſcious to himſelf, that he [poſſeſſes 
the proper feelings of a man, as implanted by 
nature, and improved by education. 


I have, Sir, endeavoured to ſtate my obſerya- 
tions upon this ſubject with preciſion, I have 
alſo ſtated them at conſiderabie length; let me 
hope, that they have been diſtinctly under- 
ſtood. I can only add, that I have not, inten- 
tionally, offended any nn for, however 

5 much 


perfect 


far their perſons, the utmoſt ven. 
regard for che well- regulated conduct of their 
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much I am of opinion, that the promoters of 


this Bill are fruſtrating their own object, I beg 
them to believe, that I entertain the frongeſt 


and the moſt 
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or their motives 
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